DESTRUCTION OF THE MEDIEVAL SYSTEM      JI

to the kingdom of England, and had been given by the pope
the proud title of Defender of the Faith, became the defender
of a new faith which inspired in the people of England a new
fear and only in the breasts of the propertied classes a new
ambition and a new hope.

The formal schism of the bishops and abbots took place on
15th May 1532, when convocation promised to enact no new
canons without royal licence, and to hand over its legislative
functions to a committee, half clerical, half lay, and all nominated
by the king. The public temper was hot against the clergy,
particularly for their financial exactions. The king exploited
it with supreme skill. The fear that, if they vacated their sees
and abbacies, the whole fabric and doctrine of the Church would
be destroyed by heretical royal appointees, led to the surrender.
The following day Thomas More, who saw further, resigned the
chancellorship, and the passing, two years later, of the Act of
Supremacy led to his execution and to that of John Fisher,
Bishop of Rochester, and of several monks and abbots. The
technical ground for execution was not their religious faith, but
their refusal to accept an Act of Parliament.

The Parliament as a whole, like the country, did not desire
to quarrel with the Crown; and it desired to do so still less when,
after the execution of Thomas More, Thomas Cromwell, the
money-lender (a vile figure), succeeded to the headship of the
executive. He knew his men and their secrets. His silence
bred their consent. Erasmus tells us that under Cromwell's
rule men feared to speak or write what they thought. They
gave him power, and he gave them in return a share in the
plunder of the monasteries. In return again they legalized the
act of plunder. The climax of parliamentary servility came
with the Statute of Treason, which made all criticism of the
king punishable by death, a statute under which men were
forced to reveal their secret thoughts lest their silence should
be held as treasonable. As ever, there was for the people
one refuge. Una solus victis, nullam sperare salutem. The north
rebelled. In the Pilgrimage of Grace the laity of Lancashire,
Yorkshire, and Lincolnshire under Sir Robert Aske fought the
last fight for the old faith, which was being submerged under
the stream of bribes which poured from the monastic coffers.